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Forty years ago, women in the EU-25 could be expected (on average) to have more than 2.5 chil-
dren in their lifetime. But birth rates have been falling in Europe: women can now be expected
to have (on average) less than 1.5 children. With fewer and fewer young people in the EU, the
workforce is shrinking. This shrinking workforce has to support more and more pensioners, as the
| graph below shows.

To maintain or increase the size of its working population, Europe needs a combination of skilled
immigration, lifelong learning, more women in work and more people working part-time beyond
retirement age. Mare babies would also help!

% Percentage of the population aged 80 or over, 1963-2003, EU-25
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Source: Eurostat.
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